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Oxurion NV appoints Prof Alan Stitt as Chief Scientific Officer 
 
Leuven, BE and Boston, MA, US - January 20, 2021 – 08.00 AM CET – Oxurion NV (Euronext 
Brussels: OXUR), a biopharmaceutical company developing next generation standard-of-care 
ophthalmic therapies, with a focus on diabetic macular edema (DME), is pleased to announce 
the appointment of Professor Alan Stitt, Ph.D. as the company’s Chief Scientific Officer (CSO), 
effective January 19, 2021. This appointment follows the retirement of current CSO Jean 
Feyen, PhD, who has served in this position since joining the company in 2013. Dr. Feyen will 
remain available to the company during a transition period to support Professor Stitt and the 
rest of the pre-clinical development team.   
 
Professor Stitt is the Chair of Experimental Ophthalmology at Queen’s University of Belfast 
and is internationally known for his research in ophthalmology, particularly in basic science 
relating to the pathogenesis of retinal diseases, especially diabetic retinopathy and age-
related macular degeneration. He has also been awarded many accolades for his research 
including a Royal Society Merit Award, election to membership of the Royal Irish Academy 
(RIA) and Fellowship of the Association for Research in Vision & Ophthalmology (ARVO).  
Beyond his research programme, Alan contributes significantly to the international academic 
community by serving on advisory boards and grant panels and has a range of editor and 
editorial board memberships in the ophthalmology arena.  Going forward, Alan will continue 
to perform his University duties and affiliations on a part time basis.  
 
“I am excited to be joining Oxurion, a highly innovative company that I know well from my 
academic collaborations that have contributed to the selection and early development of 
THR-149 and THR-687,” said Professor Alan Stitt. “I look forward to working with their great 
team of scientists to help advance and broaden Oxurion’s highly promising pipeline. This 
comprises of novel drug candidates with differentiated modes of action targeting retinal 
disorders such as DME, but also dry AMD, for which there are currently no treatment options.” 
 
Patrik De Haes, M.D., CEO of Oxurion, said: “We are delighted to welcome Alan, with whom 
we have collaborated successfully for many years, to Oxurion to lead and direct our scientific 
research efforts. His successful research career in eye disease, extensive international 
network, and experience in translating science into clinical leads provide an ideal skill set to 
enhance our discovery and pre-clinical efforts. I look forward to working with Alan as our CSO 
as we pursue our mission to prevent vision loss and fight blindness worldwide by developing 
and delivering next generation treatments for key retinal disorders such as DME and dry AMD.  
 
“I would like to thank Jean for his leadership of the company’s pre-clinical development 
activities over the last several years which has been instrumental in building Oxurion’s success 
to date. We are grateful for his support during the transition and wish him well in his 
retirement.”   
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For further information please contact: 

Oxurion NV 
Wouter Piepers,  
Global Head of Investor Relations 
& Corporate Communications 
Tel: +32 16 75 13 10 / +32 478 33 56 32 
wouter.piepers@oxurion.com  

Citigate Dewe Rogerson  
David Dible/ Sylvie Berrebi/Frazer Hall 
Tel: +44 20 7638 9571 
oxurion@citigatedewerogerson.com 

 

About Oxurion  
 
Oxurion (Euronext Brussels: OXUR) is a biopharmaceutical company developing next 
generation standard of care ophthalmic therapies, which are designed to better preserve 
vision in patients with diabetic macular edema (DME), the leading cause of vision loss in 
diabetic patients worldwide.  
 
Oxurion is aiming to build the leading global franchise in the treatment of DME, based on the 
successful development of its two novel therapeutics: 
 

• THR-149, a plasma kallikrein inhibitor being developed as a potential new standard of 
care for DME patients who respond sub-optimally to anti-VEGF therapy. THR-149 has 
shown positive topline Phase 1 results for the treatment of DME.  The company is 
currently conducting a Phase 2 clinical trial evaluating multiple injections of THR-149 with 
DME-patients who previously responded sub-optimally to anti-VEGF therapy.  THR-149 
was developed in conjunction with Bicycle Therapeutics PLC (NASDAQ: BCYC) 

 

• THR-687 is a pan-RGD integrin inhibitor, that is initially being developed as a potential 
new standard of care for all DME patients.  Positive topline results in a Phase 1 clinical 
study assessing THR-687 as a treatment for DME were announced in January 2020. THR-
687 is expected to enter a Phase 2 clinical trial by mid-2021 after receiving regulatory 
approval.   THR-687 is an optimized compound derived from a broader library of integrin 
inhibitors in-licensed from Galapagos NV (Euronext & NASDAQ: GLPG). 

 
Oxurion is headquartered in Leuven, Belgium, and is listed on the Euronext Brussels exchange 
under the symbol OXUR.  More information is available at www.oxurion.com. 
 
Important information about forward-looking statements 

Certain statements in this press release may be considered “forward-looking”. Such forward-looking statements 

are based on current expectations, and, accordingly, entail and are influenced by various risks and uncertainties. 

The Company therefore cannot provide any assurance that such forward-looking statements will materialize and 

does not assume an obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statement, whether as a result of new 

information, future events, or any other reason. Additional information concerning risks and uncertainties 

affecting the business and other factors that could cause actual results to differ materially from any forward-

looking statement is contained in the Company’s Annual Report. This press release does not constitute an offer or 

invitation for the sale or purchase of securities or assets of Oxurion in any jurisdiction.  No securities of Oxurion 

may be offered or sold within the United States without registration under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as 

amended, or in compliance with an exemption therefrom, and in accordance with any applicable U.S. state 

securities laws. 
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